TUMBLING   IN   THE   HAY
interest out of it. You have approached it apparently
yourself. If your interest survives your medical
studies, I can recommend the pursuit of Astronomy
as one which will take you out of yourself and fill you
with awe and with a vivid realisation of the wondrous
architecture of the world and the omnipotence of its
Creator, I will give you five."
" Leslie is quite right," I said to myself as I de-
scended the dais, " when he says that the English idea
of a Church is to put a gentleman in every parish."
Now Roberts is a great gentleman ! He hasn't got
a parish, but he is a Fellow of Trinity College, which
is nearly the same thing. He is a great gentleman,
for what is a gentleman but one with sympathy and
understanding for others ? He tumbled to my diffi-
culty and sympathised with my conscientious scruples
about Astronomy, and explained them away. A great
gentleman 1 If he was like the bunch on the other
side of the Park he would have asked me " What is
Space ?" You might as well ask a chap " "What is
Nothing ?" A thing no one could tell except a
mathematician, because it isn't. But, as Dr. Tyrrell
is reported to have said of somebody, " For a mathe-
matician he was almost a gentleman." It shows he
knew the difference. I would give a lot to meet the
doctor. From what I hear of him he must be a great
gentleman like Mr. Roberts, who has just given me
five, thereby co-operating with me in keeping up the
University's reputation for learning. I am probably
saved.
And now: " Some gentler passions steal into my
mind."
I wish that the Church had more to say to the
Medical School, which would be all the better if they
packed a few gentlemen into it, a few sportsmen like
the Rev. Mr. Roberts.
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